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NEWS RELEASE
WINTER CONCERT TO FEATURE NEW MUSIC
IN HONOR OF UD SESQUICENTENNIAL
DAYTON, Ohio- Kah! When shouted in unison by voices, the joyful sound surrounds
and fills a room as would light.
And that's exactly the effect composer Dana Wilson was going for in "Kah! (Out of
Darkness)," a song of evolution and celebration of the University of Dayton's history and 150th
anniversary.
The UD Symphonic Wind Ensemble will premier "Kah!" during its winter concert with
the UD Concert Band. The performance, which is free and open to the public, will be at 4 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 13, in the Kennedy Union Boll Theatre.
"It's a very exciting piece that captures the essence of the University of Dayton as it
emerges from its beginnings and evolves into something brilliant," said UD's Patrick Reynolds,
professor of music and director of the ensemble. "This wonderful piece of music unfolds the
same way. It starts out a bit darkly but emerges brilliantly."
Of its unusual title, Reynolds said Wilson, a professor of composition at Ithaca College
in Ithaca, N.Y., was looking for a word "with a lot of power" to be shouted by the musicians
several times throughout the piece.
"Kah is a word that has a powerful articulation in its beginning, followed by a round
vowel sound," Reynolds said. "When shouted, it fills the room the way light would fill a room."
Aside from the premier of "Kah!," the wind ensemble program will include Scott
Boerma's "Sesquicentennial Fanfare," also commissioned in honor of UD's sesquicentennial; a
concertino
-over-
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for four percussion instruments by David Gillingham; and music by composers Darius Milhaud
and Percy Grainger.
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Reynolds and the ensemble will perform the same program at the CoHege Band Directors
National Association concert Feb. 25 at Central Michigan University.
"The CBDNA concert is a big deal for us because it's very hard to get invited to," he
said. "We're one of only seven bands to be invited from our region- and that covers a fairly
large territory from Nebraska to Pennsylvania. We're performing with a pretty selective group of
musicians."
The winter concert on campus will also feature a performance by the UD Concert Band,
directed by Linda Hartley, associate professor of music.
The concert band repertoire includes "The Chimes of Liberty" march by Edwin F.
Goldman, "Flashing Winds" by Jan Vander Roost,
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and Shaker Dance" by John

Zdechlik and selections from The Sound of Music.
"The music will be entertaining, sometimes challenging and all entertaining," Hartley
said.
The winter concert and premier of 1/Kah! (Out of Darkness)" are among several musical
events designed to celebrate the University's sesquicentennial anniversary. Future events will
include a new work by Bosnian composer Dina Zonic, commissioned to mark the close of the
sesquicentennial celebration in 2001, and production of a compilation of "150 Years of Music at
UD," featuring several of the University's vocal and instrumental groups.
Founded in 1850 by the Society of Mary, UD has become a national leader in Catholic
higher education, graduating students who are prepared to succeed professionally and who
know the value of service and leadership to community. The celebration, which will run through
May 2001, will include song and dance, religion and humor, and events that range from film to
philosophy.
A calendar of events being held in celebration of UD's sesquicentennial can be found on
the Web at http:/ /www.udayton.edu/150/ .
-30For media interviews, call Patrick Reynolds at (937) 229-3231 and Linda Hartley at (937)
229-3232.
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